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• The Ada County Landfill is a self-sustaining department, 
operating through an Enterprise Fund. The Department does 
not get any tax support.

• The discussion for the rates has been a two year process and 
has been vetted through the Ada County Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee.

• The primary objective is to gain public feedback on the change 
to the rate structure. 

A brief overview



History of Rates

Rate Increase

October 1, 2008 Was the last 
rate increase the Landfill had

Scales installed

EPA requires all MSW to be 
reported in tons. Scales are 
installed to comply with 
federal regulations

Hybrid Tipping Fee

October 1, 2014 Tipping fees 
were adjusted to give 
businesses volume based 
pricing and residential 
customers weight based 
pricing

Resolution 2296

January 14, 2018 after Staff 
find discrepancies in ticket 
data BOCC passes resolution 
charging Transfer Stations 
$24.50/ton

Resolution 2306

April 5, 2018 BOCC accepts 
counter offer from Transfer 
Station Owner to reduce rate 
to $22/ton
Repeal Resolution 2296

Meeting with 
Community Partners

Landfill staff invite community 
and municipal partners asking 
for input for weight based 
tipping fees at the landfill

Cost of Service

May 15, 2019 Landfill Staff kick 
off COSS with Great West 
Engineering and Bell 
Associates

COSS presentation to 
SWAC

August 30, 2019 Great West 
Engineering and Bell & 
Associates present COSS 
findings and report to SWAC

2008
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2018

2019

2010



Current 
Tipping 
Fees



How are loads Measured?

VS.



Commercial Loads

Length X Width X Height              
27



Residential Loads

• All Loads are weighed in, and out

• The Charge is the difference in weight

• Scales are calibrated quarterly



How much waste do we take?
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Challenges: 
Is this from your Home or Business?

WHICH IS CHEAPER?



A problem with equality

One Yard of Concrete
Commercial Customer = $11

Residential Customer = +/- $100

Transfer Station Waste $22/ton



Cost of Service Study

• Initiated in May 2019
• Request for Proposals won by Great West Engineering, in 

collaboration with Bell And Associates
• Analyzed Revenue, and Expenses
• Provided a what-if scenario spreadsheet to work through 

rates for the next ten years, until 2029
• Spreadsheet used to determine proposed rates



Next Steps

Public Hearing

January 22, 2020
Solid Waste, in connection with BOCC request public input 
into rates at the Landfill

Open Business Meeting (Tentative)

January 28, 2020 (Tentative)
In Open Business Meeting BOCC discuss and vote on rates 
at the Landfill 

Resolution (Tentative)

February 4, 2020 (Tentative)
BOCC will adopt a resolution modifying the rates at the 
landfill to be weight based

Implementation 

October 1, 2020
New Rates will take effect at beginning of Fiscal Year

2020



Recommendations 
• Define a weight based rate

• Covered Load Fee

• Required onsite diversion

• Phase out free and discounted services 
and accounts

• With the exception of Leaves, Christmas 
Trees and Household Hazardous Waste

• Free accounts brought 30,623.66 tons in 
Fiscal Year 2019 

• Some are 100% discounted
• Some are 50% discounted
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Fee Recommendations



The Cost of Doing Business
Across the board



Financial Incentive for Diversion
Wood Product Recycling 



Fee Recommendations 
There are two recommendations Staff would endorse to the Board of County Commissioners

The Cost of Doing Business
$29/ Ton for everything

Increase minimum to $15
Will cover up to 1,035 pounds

Financial Encouragement for Diversion
$33/ton for MSW and C&D
$30/ton for Wood Recycling

Reduce minimum to $10
Will cover up to 600 pounds

Special Items
Refrigerators $22 Each 

Tires $3.50 Each

Asbestos will be charged the per ton rate with an asbestos disposal charge of $50 per load



Thank you
Kurt Hunt
Deputy Director 
Ada County Solid Waste Management
khunt@adacounty.id.gov
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