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PLAN FOR THE NEW YEAR 

It’s January again, which means it’s time to plan for the new year. As part of your planning efforts, 
make sure to update or create an emergency communication plan with your household. You never 
know what you will be doing or where you will be when a disaster occurs. Having an emergency com-
munication plan will help you get in contact with those you love or need most. Consider the following 
when updating or creating an emergency communication plan: 
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home because of the hazard.  

Out of Town: Pick a loca-
tion the household can meet 
if all other meeting places 
are unavailable and an evac-
uation order is in place. 

Getting in Contact 
Getting in contact may be 
difficult during a large scale 
disaster because phone ser-
vice may be disrupted or una-
vailable altogether. For a bet-
ter chance of getting through 
to someone, text them rather 
than call them. Having an out 
of state contact is important 
in this regard because long 
distance phone service might 
still be available when local 
service is not.  

Now You’re Ready 

Household Information  
Start by writing down the 
home address and then list 
those who reside in the 
household along with their 
phone numbers, email ad-
dresses, pertinent medical 
information, social media 
handles, and other important 
details. 

Outside Information 

Include the names, phone 
numbers, email addresses, 
websites, and emergency hot-
lines of any school, childcare 
facility, workplace, or other 
location those in the house-
hold typically spend time.   

Important Numbers 

Incorporate a list of vital ser-
vices to contact before or af-
ter a disaster, including the 
Police Department, Fire De-
partment, Emergency Medi-
cal Services, Poison Control, 
Hospitals, Doctors, Dentists, 

Veterinarians, Pharmacies, 
Medical Insurance, Home-
owner/Rental Insurance, Car 
Insurance, Disaster Insuranc-
es, and Alternate/Accessible 
Transportation Services. 

Emergency Meeting Places 

As part of an emergency 
communication plan, the 
household should determine 
various meeting places they 
can go during an emergency. 
Consider the following: 

Indoor: Designate a few lo-
cations within the home that 
can be used to shelter in 
place from exterior hazards. 

In the Neighborhood: Se-
lect a nearby location that 
the household can evacuate 
to in the event a hazard is 
present within the home. 

Outside the Neighborhood: 
Choose a location the house-
hold can convene if they’re 
not home and can’t get back 

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-04/family-emergency-communication-plan.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/adacountyem
https://twitter.com/adacountyem
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/BF01DC4DD213
mailto:gstone@adacounty.id.gov
http://www.adaprepare.id.gov
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