
Subcommittee Comparables and Aspirationals 

Recreation/Sports Complex Subcommittee 

Ian Malepeai: 

Hi Brianna and Kelly, 

I’ve attached a couple ideas for my wishes and dreams for the rec component of the stadium-rec group.  
I’d like to see a fishing/paddle board pond similar to Ester Simplot Park and a separate area to learn to fly 
fish.  For the learn to fly fish, see my golden gate park examples that are attached. Also, it would be great 
to incorporate some type of archery range – examples from across the US attached.  

In addition to a stadium, I think some component of commercial & retail space and a city center concept 
for Garden City could be incorporated into the plans.  Sorry I won’t be in attendance at the meeting, but 
will jump back in the process when I return September 27.  My priority would certainly be to leave as 
much open space as possible for parks, green belt, fishing, dogs, youth sports, picnicking, etc.  My 
dreams and desires drawing would reflect what I’m interested in, but will provide input in the next steps. I 
have confidence that may on this cohort have similar thoughts as the input I’ve received.  

Thanks, 

Ian 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



Bill Connors: 

  

El Paso Chihuahuas, TX - note repurposed warehouse in outfield, used for events on non-game days 

 

Greensboro Grasshoppers, NC, hotel in LF 

 

View of Greensboro from condo complex common area lounge overlooking park 



  

Birmingham Barons Stadium, AL, note architectural nod to Birmingham’s steel mill industrial past and 
condo complex in outfield 

Additional stadia examples: 

  

  



  

  

  

  



Matt Wilde: 

Years ago, late 90’s, I was the attorney for the Planning and Development Services department at Boise 
City Hall. Boise was still growing, Bown Crossing had not yet been built, we were talking about building 
a library on the east side of town, Harris Ranch was a wide swath of land that was just beginning to 
develop, and I began trying to learn about the softer, non-legal terms and goals of thoughtful planning that 
create community.   

I read a book called Home from Nowhere by James Howard Kunstler.  It impressed upon me the value of, 
and tried to explain the community benefit of wanting to be somewhere, and put real frames around what 
“sense of place” or “sense of community” are really about. The book offered some practical thoughts 
about how to create a sense of place where people want to gather (assuming people will someday once 
again gather!). 

I am not suggesting everyone on this subcommittee go out and read that book, I am merely suggesting 
that of the three subcommittees, this subcommittee has the highest and most important opportunity to 
imagine the spaces and the design for what could be the most important gathering space/downtown 
between downtown Boise and downtown Nampa (I left out Meridian because that city sadly has no 
downtown to speak of, but it has built out some private substitutes for gathering places, just as Garden 
City has). You may remember from our first meeting, one of the projects I take some pride in is my work 
for the Parks Department on the development of Boise’s Whitewater Park and Esther Simplot Park, and 
that space has been transformative for that area (and I believe it will continue to be...). 

My point is this, in a city completely surrounded by other cities, in a city, and on a property that is cozied 
up to the Boise River, this subcommittee, this Advisory Committee, and the County Commissioners 
themselves have an opportunity to do incredible things on this space.  But none of those is as important as 
a mixed use planning (or mixed use imagining) effort with a mix of uses.  There is enough space to bring 
several of these elements together (Sports Park redevelopment and enhanced Expo Idaho space) that we 
have discussed and that the other two subcommittees are working on but this subcommittee’s work is, and 
in my mind should be the highest priority, and the foundation for any redevelopment efforts. 

  



Andrea Fogleman: 

Attached are some pictures of a multi-use park in Bend, Oregon. This particular piece of property is 159 
acres and the pictures from Google Earth are not the best looking.  However, I think it’s a good display of 
various recreational activities mentioned in public comments thus far.  Various recreational opportunities 
could provide year-round use on the approximately 80-100 acres the fair uses (when it is not in 
operation).       

 



 

 

 

  



Mixed Use/City Center Subcommittee: 

Matt Wordell:  

I’d like to focus my comments on the Mixed-Use/City Center concept as I personally believe that’s the 
most likely to bolster Arts and Culture in the greater Ada County area.  

 

• I agree with many of the primary uses outlined by Mark and others who focused on the need for 
housing. I really liked Nichoels thoughts on placing 2nd or 3rd floor residential on the Glenwood 
and Chinden corridors. There are really great live/work studios over on Parkcenter that endeavor 
to create space for entrepreneurs and creatives by building on the addition of a “studio” type 
space that can double as a street front office space for meetings, art studios, video studios, or 
gallery / event spaces. I think this type of multi-story live/work environment would support the 
development of arts communities in an area that has already leaned heavily into the arts (VAC, 
Surels Place, etc). When paired with event space that can facilitate galleries, educational art 
workshops, music, interactive installations - you combine housing with creative space to produce 
a culture center that will drive commerce and engagement in ways that I don’t think Boise has 
seen yet. I’ve already referenced the RiNO district (Devner) in past emails as a potential 
inspiration for what could evolve here. It’s an older part of town, but I think a mixed use center in 
the EXPO space could be built with the intention of having murals or outdoor art exhibits - 
simple tweaks to how the buildings are designed could open up space for Glenwood/chinden 
facing murals and elevate the overall tone of that area significantly. 



• The flood consideration zone is mentioned multiple times and I align with those who believe it 
should be used as a park / recreation area to further extend the Garden City plan and link the 
many park areas along the green belt. In our initial meeting I mentioned that the expo area has 
potential to “link” Downtown and Garden city in a new and exciting way. By creating a new 
destination end point on the greenbelt, you increase non-motorized traffic and use of this corridor 
through garden city, driving traffic to the development of businesses who are already supporting 
first Friday type events, generating community interaction through event access via this corridor. 
I think the logical extension of this, in my mind, is envisioning a world where Treefort can 
expand beyond downtown and exist in the world of West Boise as well, opening up a new access 
point for folks who are not often included in the energizing and culture-rich experience of a city-
wide music festival. With the greenbelt as a corridor between these two end points of the festival, 
folks are invited to explore new parts of town or bring their art/music/food to garden city and 
residents of west boise in a new way. Retaining the park zone here is integral beyond just the 
opportunities for cultural development, and I believe many of the conservation goals of the ag 
group could be furthered here as well. 

• Keeping / removing expo facilities: as time gets on, I lean more toward the extreme idea of 
removing everything from the current EXPO lands and starting with a clean slate. Surface 
parking is quickly going to become a thing of the distant past here in the Boise area. This is an 
opportunity to leap frog some of the growth happening in town and get ahead of the desperate 
need for space. By removing most of what is currently in the expo area we open up opportunities 
to stack parking with commercial/residential use and spare more physical land space for green 
areas, bike paths, parks, patio dining, etc. There’s so much of that land that is just out there 
baking in the sun and could be transformed into a denser parking approach and open up more 
space for the other “mixed use” ideas that are shared in the meeting video. 

• Transportation: I strongly align with Nichoel on her comments about pursuing “complete streets” 
and expanding bike lands and side walks. These roads are big enough that you could create an 
entirely separate bike/ped thorough fare similar to what you’re seeing develop in downtown with 
protected lanes. These protected lanes should route into the interior of the mixed use area separate 
from road and parking access to further protect cyclists and encourage folks to access this new are 
via alternative modes of transportation. Obviously the last thing you want to do is have parking 
flood over into the adjacent neighborhoods, so similar to Bill’s comment, I believe it will be 
important to include a “transportation nexus” that looks like a series of parking structures that are 
designed to keep cars along chinden and glennwood and then route folks into the mixed use zone 
via foot paths and green space. If you can create a new “norm” around parking and walking to a 
restaurant that encourages users to expect a slightly l onger but more enjoyable walk, I think you 
also begin to venture into the territory of a human-centered design that isn’t simply about 
convenience of parking but encourages people to stop along the way, look at art or stop at a 
gallery, engage with other things that are happening in the space, and/or accidentally discover 
something they didn’t know existed in this area. 

• Fair: I think the fair should be moved. As this part of Boise and garden city continues to grow, it 
makes more sense to move the fair back into a rural area (probably much like garden city when 
the expo began there) where it can generate interest in new parts of ada county. The fair 
SHOULD be in Ada county but should definitely be moved. As this part of town grows it just 
doesn’t make sense for this to exist here.  

• City Center: 100% on board with the city center existing on the east side as Matt mentioned. I 
think having this off the highway and into the interior of the mixed use area encourages discovery 
and further discovery. This isn’t going to be a commercial area, this would be a city government 

  



Agriculture/Outdoor Recreation Subcommittee 

Allen Taggart: 

Site Feature Ideas: 

• 5 acres for agriculture/outdoor education campus 
• 10,000 sq. ft. education building 

o 1 Teaching/Demonstration kitchen classroom 
 10 Oven/cooking stations 

o 2 Smart Classrooms with virtual presentation technology 
o Faculty and staff offices 

 Examples of new positions: horticulture, culinary/food science, outdoor 
education, livestock, small animal, horse/equine 

• Master Gardener/ Horticulture area 
o Xeriscaping (drought-tolerant) landscape design area 
o Active demonstration gardens (including rooftop/container gardens) 
o Teaching areas 

 Composting  
 Beekeeping  
 Recycling  

• 4-H certified Challenge Course (work with other youth organizations to professionally 
design/build) 

• 4-H certified Archery & Air Rifle range 
• 4-H Canine Center: Dog Agility Course and flyball courts (primarily 4-H/FFA education use, but 

open to public) 
• 4-H Equine education center (4-H/FFA primary use, public use beyond) cover existing horse 

arena at fairgrounds. 
• Livestock education on fairgrounds in spring/early summer 
• Small animal education on fairgrounds in spring/early summer 

  



Examples: 

• Tucson Village Farm (Tucson, University of Arizona Extension) 
o https://tucsonvillagefarm.arizona.edu/ 

 

  

 

  

https://tucsonvillagefarm.arizona.edu/
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• Clark County Lifelong Learning Center (Las Vegas, University of Nevada Extension) 
o Locations: https://extension.unr.edu/clark-main.aspx 
o Programs: https://extension.unr.edu/county-programs.aspx?CountyID=3  

 

   

https://extension.unr.edu/clark-main.aspx
https://extension.unr.edu/clark-main.aspx
https://extension.unr.edu/county-programs.aspx?CountyID=3
https://extension.unr.edu/county-programs.aspx?CountyID=3


• Thanksgiving Point Institute and Utah State University Extension Partnership 
o Website: https://www.thanksgivingpoint.org/  
o Examples of partnership: 

  http://www.usu.edu/today/story/usu-extension-amp-partners-receive-
grant-for-water-wise-demonstration-garden 

 https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/education/college/usu-extension-
service-ready-for-growing-season/article_de62f640-aba8-5a09-ae1e-
eb68655b6ba5.html  
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• The Green Zone (Spokane Convservation District & WSU Spokane County Extension) 
o http://sccd.org/programs/green-zone 
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• “Share Grounds” – Certified Kitchen & Distribution Center (University of Arkansas 
Extension, Multiple locations) 

o Website: https://www.uaex.edu/business-communities/local-
foods/sharegrounds.aspx 

https://www.uaex.edu/business-communities/local-foods/sharegrounds.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/business-communities/local-foods/sharegrounds.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/business-communities/local-foods/sharegrounds.aspx
https://www.uaex.edu/business-communities/local-foods/sharegrounds.aspx


• 4-H Challenge Course at Camp Long (Seattle Parks & Recreation/WSU Extension 4-H) 
o Website: https://www.seattle.gov/parks/find/centers/camp-long/4h-challenge-

course-at-camp-long 
o Brochure: 

https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/ParksAndRecreation/ELCs/Chal
lengeCourseBrochure.pdf  
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• Sustainable Agriculture and Energy Center (Boardman, Oregon) 
 

 

 



Other Examples 

 

  

  

 



Teaching Kitchen 

 

 

  



• Spaulding Ranch (Boise Parks & Recreation, Boise, ID) 
o Master Plan: https://www.cityofboise.org/media/3638/2017_08_23_spaulding-

ranch_large-boards.pdf 
o Website: https://www.cityofboise.org/departments/parks-and-recreation/park-

sites/west-boise/spaulding-ranch-park-site/ 
• ARTitorium (Idaho Falls, ID) 
• Urban Learning Farms – City of Meridian, local school districts.  
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Ed Lodge: 

Western Idaho Fair Board Ideas 

 

https://www.msagmuseum.org/ 

 

https://www.heritagepark.ca/ https://www.visitcalgary.com/things-to-do/attractions/heritage-park-
historical-village 
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https://www.visitsaltlake.com/things-to-do/attractions-and-historic-sites/historic-sites/this-is-the-place-
heritage-park/ 
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