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Defining Our Communities Through Architecture

By Kristin Maxwell

For over 35 years, LCA Architects have created public
spaces that enrich, uplift and inspire the human spirit.
As a firm they are united in their belief that architecture
can make the world a better place. “Building design is all
about community building and making connections to
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people,” says firm President Steve Simmons. “Inviting,
beautiful buildings invoke community pride, attract
people to our neighborhoods and contribute to our overall
quality of life.”

Established in Boise, ID, in 1972 as Lombard-Conrad
Architects, founders Joe Conrad and Ernie Lombard began their
practice designing public architecture through a spirit of collabora-

tion. They believed that great architecture is not only created by

dedicated and talented design professionals, but by a collaborative
effort between clients, consultants and the public.

This philosophy of collaboration and an open culture gave
the firm’s young designers extraordinary freedom and op-
portunities to create many of the region’s iconic buildings
such as the Morrison Center for the Performing Arts, the
Wells Fargo Center and Timberline High School.

Joe and Ernie’s early success and determination paved the
way for commissions outside of the Boise market. Designing
facilities throughout Idaho, Oregon, Washington and
Nevada required the firm to respond to the unique charac-
teristics of each region. The firm’s collaborative approach to

design enabled them to better understand each community’s

Ada County courthouse, downtown Boise— LEED Silver certified — Idaho’s first LEED-certified project. Intermountain Contractor Award
Best of 2001, American Society of Interior Designers, 2002 Design Excellence Awards and third place for contract project over 10,000 square

feet.




culture and design buildings that respond to their specific
needs. LCA architects and staff endeavor to learn as much
as possible about the conditions of the site, the history of
the surrounding architecture, regulatory parameters, the
political landscape and future development. This insight
allows LCA to create projects that have a distinctive yet
appropriate place in the community.

Practicing their own philosophy, LCA developed a site-
specific and site-sensitive design for their own office in
Boise. Nestled on the banks of the Boise River with views of
the foothills and adjacent city park, the building’s wood ex-
terior, large glazed openings, scale and massing encourages
the surrounding natural landscape to be the focal point for
the visitor. The spirit of teamwork and open collaboration is
obvious when one enters LCA’s lobby. There are few doors
or individual offices, supporting the collaborative culture
of the firm. The open floor plan encourages staff to stop by
each other’s desks to discuss projects and share ideas.

In 1999, Joe and Ernie retired and turned the firm over to
seven architects who shared the firm’s vision for enriching
communities through architecture. The new generation of
owners shortened the company name to LCA Architects
as a symbol for looking to the future while honoring the

reputation Joe and Ernie had created.

Wells Fargo Center. This beautiful building is located in downtown
Boise. The Boise City Design Review Committee Honor Award
winner.

Barber Park Events Center on the river in Boise, ID, designed to LEED certification.
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BSU Interactive Learning Center. Located on Boise State
University’s Campus in downtown Boise. Designed to enhance
the learning experience for the student.




One of the first projects completed after the ownership
transition was the new Ada County Courthouse, a six-level,
368,000-square-foot addition to downtown Boise. Designed
as a classic and timeless judicial facility, the new courthouse
transformed an undeveloped barren piece of property in
the heart of the city into an active, vibrant meeting place.
“Functionality aside, public architecture should impart a
sense of pride within the community,” says Simmons, “and
make a positive impact on society.”

The firm’s latest educational facility perhaps exemplifies
the best qualities of their public work. The Boise State
University Interactive Learning Center, a $14 million,
54,000-square-foot classroom building, is designed to foster
interaction among students, faculty members and between
students and instructors. The concrete and glass building
is designed with an open interior while being transparent
to the exterior, inviting students, faculty and visitors to

explore the facility. The building has become a popular

destination for the entire campus to gather, interact and

connect with each other.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

Sustainable design is a natural outgrowth of LCA’s
design approach to site-specific responses. By being en-
vironmentally responsive, each project meets the needs
of not only current building occupants, but also future
generations to come.

Designing buildings that reduce negative environmental
impacts is something LCA takes very seriously. Reduced
operating costs, enhanced building marketability and in-
creased worker productivity are by-products of sustainable
design that LCA incorporates into all their projects.

Many of the LCA staff members have successfully
completed the LEED accredited professional exam that
encourages the architect to incorporate sustainable prac-
tices into their designs. The LCA team has a total of six

Idaho Central Credit Union Headquarters, located in Chubbuck, ID. Designed to LEED certification.
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Rivers Edge office building, located in Eagle, ID.

University of Idaho Vandal Athletic Facility.
Located in Moscow, ID, on the campus of U of L.
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LEED-accredited professionals who place the highest pri-
ority on the integration of sustainable concepts into every
aspect of the firm’s practice. Energy-conscious designs need
not have a significant impact on the initial cost of a facil-
ity. Architects spend a considerable amount of time in the
design phase on construction details required for the use of
day lighting and natural ventilation, as well as other “green”

building techniques.

Wood River High School, located in Hailey, ID, near Sun Valley. Intermountain Contractor Best Idaho Education Project 2003

LCA seeks to make every design environmentally sensi-
tive. Sustainable building principles are an integral part
of the design process and culture; energy efficiency is a
primary concern in their work.

So, what is “green” design? Green design and construc-
tion practices significantly reduce or eliminate the negative
impact of buildings on the environment and occupants in
five broad areas:
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* sustainable site planning

* safeguarding water and water efficiency

* energy efficiency and renewable energy

* conservation of material and resources

* indoor environmental quality

The Ada County Courthouse is LEED EB Silver cer-
tified — Idaho’s first LEED-certified project. Other
LCA LEED Silver-certified projects include Ada County
Development Services Tenant Improvement and Ada
County Weed, Pest & Mosquito Abatement Facility. The
Ada County EMS Building in Meridian is a LEED-regis-
tered project. Blaine County Criminal Justice Facility,
Barber Park Events Center and Idaho Central Credit
Union Headquarters Building were designed to LEED
guidelines without seeking certification. The sustainable
concepts developed for the Idaho Central Credit Union
Building resulted in a $100,000 rebate check to ICCU from
Idaho Power as part of their Building Energy Efficiency
Incentive Program which, to date, is the largest single

amount awarded.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
LCA’s staff of 27 talented individuals includes 10 licensed

architects, four intern architects and two interior designers.
Their reputation has grown such that many clients actively
seek their services. Not content to rest on their laurels, LCA
constantly challenges them to stretch their imagination and
raise their level of design. “There is a tendency occasion-
ally in our region for many firms to produce status-quo
architecture. What we are finding is that our clients and
communities are demanding more,” says Simmons. “Our
goal is to exceed the public’s expectations and to raise the
quality of our built environment.”

LCA’s philosophy for creating lasting architecture has
won them commissions for the next generation of com-
munity landmarks. Their current projects include a New
Meridian City Hall, Nampa Public Safety Complex and
AGC Headquarters Building in Boise, which are in the
registration process for LEED certification, as well as the
new Northwest YMCA, which will serve the communities
of Eagle, Star and Emmett.

As for the future, LCA does not necessarily want to
grow in size. They do, however, want to attract bright,
talented and creative people to their staff, which in
turn will enable them to enrich more lives through

their designs. ®

The owners of LCA Architects. Standing, left to right: Steve Simmons, Nate Turner, Steve Christiansen, Sam Burrows. Seated, left to right:
Russ Moorhead, Scott Hensen, Scott Wendell ‘




	Builder-Architect1
	Builder-Architect2
	Builder-Architect3
	Builder-Architect4
	Builder-Architect5
	Builder-Architect6
	Builder-Architect7
	Builder-Architect8

