Ada County Pest of the Month

A quick guide to identifying and controlling
invasive plants and animals found in the county

Quick Facts

0 e

Lk ey Name: Purple Loosestrife (lythrum slicaria)

Found: Gardens, Landscaping & Ditches

Briefly: Native to Europe; introduced to the U.S. as
an ornamental plant. New shoots grow from the woody
crown in spring. Seeds disperse up to 10 feet unless by
water and seeds spread with current. Noxious Weed
that should be taken out.

|dentification

Purple Loosestrife is a semi-aquatic perennial with showy
pinkish-purple flower spikes; vegetation up to eight feet
tall, from rootstocks, two to three feet in diameter. From its
multiple stems, it produces as many as 2 million seeds from 58
a single mature plant. These seeds, about the size of a grain |

of sand, blow and/or float to new areas where they absorb
water, germinate, and grow. Prolific seed production, and the long life of the root
crown, allows Purple Loosestrife to become a very dense monoculture. Purple
Loosestrife provides no nutritive value to native insects, animals, or fish..

How To Control

e Idaho has declared this a noxious weed; therefore, the
Idaho State Department of Agriculture prohibits the intro-
duction of Purple Loosestrife as an ornamental plant. The
state also appropriates funds for Purple Loosestrife eradica-
tion. Ada County Noxious Weed Control
aggressively pursues the eradication of Purple Loosestrife.

More control methods continue on the next page




Control...Continued

T o—mY_ (Y
We must work together stop the growth, and spread of Pur-

ple Loosestrife seeds. Depending on if simple mechanical

' removal is all that is needed, or in more widespread areas,

take the time and effort to remove this
plant if found on your property.

Control Tips and Tricks:

« When making any chemical application, acquire the
correct herbicide for the weed you are treating.

o Check for restrictions for treating around flowing water.

o ALWAYS follow label directions for treatment.

« Understand the herbicide or chemical control application may have an effect
on other plant and animals in your area, especially around water. Some
herbicides are toxic to fish and birds that are not the target you are after.

o Check for supplemental labels on herbicide products. The information found
on them can build a deeper understanding of how the products should be used.

If you notice an infestation of Purple Loosestrife on your property and would like
treatment advice, please feel free to call Ada County Noxious Weed Control at
577-4646 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. We are happy to discuss
methods, timing, and costs, of Purple Loosestrife control with you.

Note: Chemical control of any weed can be difficult and confusing. If you are
not experienced in chemical control or do not understand the product label, you
should consult a licensed applicator to assist you. Inappropriate application
can Kkill desirable vegetation, and may violate federal law.

For questions or concerns, please contact us:
Ada County Weed, Pest and Mosquito Abatement
975 E. Pine - Meridian Idaho

208-577-4646
weedandpest@adaweb.net

www.adaweb.net/weedandpest.aspx
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