
Quick Facts 

Identification 
Puncturevine has a distinctive, low-growing mat like form. 
It’s a prostrate summer annual with highly branched, red-
dish-brown stems growing up to 3 to 5 feet in length, ra-
diating from the crown of the plant. It has a slender tap 
root that can be 8 feet deep. Leaves are opposite, 1 to 
2 inches long; even innately lobed; leaflet oblong; 3-7 
leaflet pairs per leaf. Flowers are bright yellow with 5 
petals; solitary in leaf axils. In as little as 3 weeks new 
plants can produce flowers, and seed production can 
continue all summer long.  

Long-term control of puncturevine relies upon the 
elimination of the seed bank. As with all annuals 
mechanical controls are effective although, the low 
growing form makes mowing unproductive. Punc-
turevine can also be controlled by hoeing or shallow 
cultivation this should be initiated  prior  to flower-
ing and seed production. Hand pulling is feasible on 

small infestations, but we seldom recommend these methods. Puncturevine seeds 
germinate all  through the summer, and the time involved with frequent, repeated 
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 Name: Puncture Vine (Tribulus terrestris). Other Common 
names, Goat Head, Bulls Head, Mexican Sand Bur, Tack weed.  

 Found: Disturbed sites, waste areas, pastures, cultivated 
fields, gravel  areas, roadsides, driveways and  walkways.  

    Briefly: Puncturevine was introduced from the Mediterra-
nean region, likely from sheep’s wool. It spreads by producing 
seeds with short, sharp spines that allow it to pierce and stick to 

almost anything, like shoes and tires!    

 



Control...Continued 
If you wish to use herbicides to control puncturevine there are several readily avail-
able at your local home and garden or farm and ranch stores. Seeds that are in the 
soil can remain viable for up to 5 years, and are likely to germinate through the sum-
mer months. Please be prepared to repeat the application as new plants germinate.   
If there are grasses in the area where you have puncturevine, and you wish to keep 
them, one herbicide approach is to use products that contain 2,4-D. Puncturevine is 
very susceptible to 2,4-D, and it is one of the least expensive, herbicides available. 
Always remember to check the label on the product you have purchased before you 
make any application! 
 
On driveways and other areas where you wish to have bare ground, Glyphosate 
products, commonly known as Round-Up ®, will destroy both grasses and other 
broadleaved weeds, including puncturevine. 
 
 In the early 1990’s biological control was attempted with puncturevine seed weevil 
( Microlarinus lareynii) which feeds upon the developing seeds and the Puncturevine 
stem weevil( Microlarinus lypriformis) which mines the stems and roots of  the plant. It 
was discovered that the Idaho winters were too harsh for the weevils to survive until 
the next growing season. 
 
 

 
Note: Chemical control of any weed can be difficult and confusing. If you are not ex-
perienced in chemical control or do not understand the product label, you should con-
sult a licensed applicator to assist you. Inappropriate application can kill desirable 
vegetation, and may violate federal law. 

For questions or concerns, please contact us: 
Ada County Weed, Pest and Mosquito Abatement 

 

975 E. Pine - Meridian Idaho 
208-577-4646 

weedandpest@adaweb.net 
 

www.adaweb.net/weedandpest.aspx 


