
Quick Facts 

Identification 
Field Bindweed is a perennial vine with deep, creeping 
roots and twining stems up to 6 feet long. The weed forms 
dense mats and can actually climb over other plants!  The 
roots creep laterally and can grow up to nine feet deep. The 
two-inch-long, dull green leaves are arrowhead-shaped and 
are sometimes covered with whitish powder.  Flowers are 
white or pinkish, funnel-shaped, in leaf axils. Field bind-
weed, is also called morning glory or creeping jenny, which 
are actually different species, so field bindweed is the name 
of the plant most likely to be found in your lawn in Ada County. 

This viney, deep-rooted perennial can be difficult to 
manage. Proper management of your lawn is the answer 
to bindweed control with out chemical dependency. 
Herbicides often fail to adequately control bindweed if 
you don’t do your part to control this weed. You need to 
take approaches that minimize your need for herbicides 
on your lawn.  

• Name:  Field Bindweed (convolvulus arvensis) 

• Found:  Lawns, Pastures & Flower Gardens 

• Briefly:  Eurasian native that has naturalized in  
   North America. It is a deep-rooted perennial that  
   can completely take over a lawn or pasture if not  
   controlled early on. 
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More control methods continue on the next page  

Howard F. Schwartz, Colorado 
State University, Bugwood.org 

 



Control...Continued 
If you are having a severe problem with field bindweed in 
your lawn, change your lawn mowing height. Very short 
lawns allow for warmer soil temperatures under your 
grass. Raising the cutting table of your mower will leave 
longer grass, and allow for more shading of the soil. This 
decreases the amount of bindweed seed germinating in 
your lawn. Also check around your bushes and shrubs for 

vines. You can easily hand-pull this growth to eliminate continued seed production 
by this plant. Check these bushes often.   
 

After you take these mechanical control measures, it is 
time to look at your herbicide plan. Remember, all  
herbicides must be used carefully and according to label 
instructions to safely achieve the results you want.  
 

At Ada County Weed Control, we are happy to clarify the 
instructions on your herbicide label. Please call us at 577-
4646 to discuss any questions you might have. These labels are sometimes vague, 
and we want you to understand what you are doing and why. Understanding herbi-
cides takes the worry and hassle out of your yard keeping efforts.   
 
Herbicide selection:  
Most people have satisfactory results with Weed-B- Gone®. This product has 2,4-D, 
Mecoprop, and Dicamba. The important component of your herbicide for field bind-
weed control is the dicamba, which has both foliar activity, as well as uptake 
through the roots of germinating weeds. This makes a big difference where field 
bindweed has established itself for more than a year.  
 
Note:  Chemical control of any weed can be difficult and confusing.  If you are 
not experienced in chemical control or do not understand the product label,  
you should consult a licensed applicator to assist you.  Inappropriate  
application can kill desirable vegetation, and may violate Federal Law. 

For questions or concerns, please contact us: 
Ada County Weed, Pest and Mosquito Abatement 

 

975 E. Pine - Meridian Idaho 
208-577-4646 

weedandpest@adaweb.net 
 

www.adaweb.net/weedandpest.aspx 

K. George Beck & James Sebastian, 
Colorado State University,  
Bugwood.org 
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