
STAFF REPORT 
Project #201601186 A 
Patrick & Jolene Schow  Page 1  

 

TO: BOARD OF ADA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

 

HEARING DATE: December 14, 2016 

STAFF:  Brent Danielson, AICP, Associate Planner 

PROJECT NO.: 201601186 A 

APPLICANT: Patrick & Jolene Schow 

AGENT:  Brian McColl 

INTRODUCTION 

An appeal of the Director’s decision for a private road.  The property contains 27.150 acres and 
is located at 8479 N. Pierce Park Lane in Section 17, T. 4N, R. 2E. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The appellant is requesting for the Board to overturn the Director’s decision to approve a private 
road (Project #201601186 A).  The appellant contends in the detailed letter (Exhibit #3) that the 
private road application is not needed because there is a parcel within Boise City limits that 
separates the terminus of the private road on the owner’s property from the origination of the 
road on Sage Glenn Court and Boise City considers the road to be a driveway through the parcel 
that is in city limits and they do not have any requirements for driveways. 

A private road is necessary as the Ada County Code specifically in Section 8-4A-3 has standards 
that require frontage and access on a roadway for development to take place.  Frontage is defined 
in the code as a property line along either: a) a roadway, or b) a permanent access easement to a 
public street that was of record prior to May 20, 1968, and has been established by a clear chain 
of title in subsequent recorded deeds.  The subject property currently does not have frontage or 
access to either a public road or a private road.  The access easement associated with the subject 
property was not of record prior to May 20, 1968.  Therefore, a private road application was 
needed in order to provide the necessary frontage and access to the property because the subject 
property is under Ada County’s jurisdiction and the Ada County Code requires a private road in 
order for development to take place on the property. 

At the time the staff report was written the following agencies provided comments for the appeal:  
Ada County Building Official, Central District Health Department, Boise City Public Works 
Department, Boise City Public Works, Boise Fire Department, and Boise City Planning & 
Development Services Department.  The Ada County Building Official replied in Exhibit #10 
that the Building Division has no objection to the appeal of the proposed private road.  The 
Central District Health Department stated in Exhibit #11 that they have no objections to this 
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proposal.  The Boise City Public Works Department responded in Exhibit #12 with no comment.   
The Boise Fire Department replied in Exhibit #13 that they don’t have any further comments 
beyond the attached letter from June 21, 2016.  This letter states, that the proposed turnout 
depicted on the Schow Access Road drawing (Sheet C-1.0) is acceptable to the Boise Fire 
Department and it is expected that any future development of your property will include 
improving the driveway to match IFC requirements, including but not limited to a fire apparatus 
turn-around area near the end of the driveway.  The Boise City Planning & Development 
Services Department responded in Exhibit #18 that the Schow’s have met with them and the 
Schow’s have received verbal guidelines for the private road.  As long as the proposed private 
road does not trigger development activity the city would have no requirements.  According to 
the Boise City Planning & Development Services Department remodeling an existing single-
family home would not trigger the requirement for a new private road for them.  They are 
supportive of the appellant’s proposal. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Based upon Staff’s review of the application, staff concludes that this application complies with 
the Ada County Code and recommends approval to the Board to deny the appeal and affirm the 
Director’s decision to approve Project #201601186 PR as set out in the proposed Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law attached hereto.   

The Board should consider the evidence and testimony presented during the public hearing prior 
to rendering its decision concerning this application.   

EXHIBIT LIST – PROJECT NO.: 201601186 A 

1 Master Application Form.  2 pages. 

2 Appeal Checklist.  2 pages. 

3 Appellant’s Detailed Letter & Supporting Materials.  14 pages. 

4 Copy of the Findings of Fact and Staff Report for Project #201601186 PR. 78 
pages. 

5 Submittal Letter dated September 16, 2016. 1 page. 

6 Vicinity Map. 1 page. 

7 Aerial Map. 1 page. 

8 Large Aerial Map.  1 page. 

9 Agency Transmittal.  1 page. 

10 Memorandum from the Ada County Building Official dated September 22, 2016.  
1 page. 

11 Agency Response from the Central District Health Department dated September 
27, 2016.  1 page. 

12 Agency Response from the Boise City Public Works Department dated September 
28, 2016.  1 page. 
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13 Agency Response from the Boise Fire Department dated on October 7, 2016.  2 
pages. 

14 Radius Map. 1 page. 

15 Mailing List. 1 page. 

16 Radius Notice. 1 page. 

17 Legal Notice of Public Hearing published on October 18, 2016.  2 pages. 

18 Agency Response from the Boise City Planning & Development Services 
Department dated October 19, 2016.  2 pages. 

19 Memo to the Board of Ada County Commissioners dated November 9, 2016. 3 
pages. 
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