) Gall Saldana tnes on:ahat mad; e

by a teen at the Ada County
Juvenile Detention Cénter during
the teens’ scheduled knitting time
on Friday. Saldana began working
there six years ago as 4 health St~
pervisor.

Shortly after, she started teach
ing residents how.to kait.

Saldana explains how the kmt
ting project got started:

“At Christmastime the kids were stuck
here, and they wanted gifts for their momnt
or their girlfriend. Even bad kids have:
moms that love them. ... Everyone who
knows me knows that 1 knit, so I went to
the craft store and got a set of the round
looms and got the gitls started first. They
took to it like ducks to water. T'in not kid-
ding.

“Then the boys got started, and I ]ust
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o
mdleney thmg for the homeless shelter,
- and we started thatlast year. The boys.
< really liked it We didn’t have to twist -

: ‘to donate y;

“T thought we need to do some-

 thing to teach them about other .
_people who aren’t as well off as

~ they thmk they’re the e

decl‘desd;-to do some-

anyone’s armi.
“It's beena great pm]ect for nie. It

makes me feel good seeing them do this;
- and 1 really enjoy it s

“The officers can’t really hug the kids; .
but people don’t mess with me here so 1
can hug themt. Even the boys sometimes

* need a hug, or I'll grab them by the neck
e sc»methmg, to say ‘hey

life they’ll remember one person was:

good to them. It migl ake a differe
“If they’re going to > an

it’s’an.old Iady like me,; wpefully they

happen,
they've had bad families maybe not all of
: ven' ‘had a good

they can say (they) m

“We try to make them make at least
two, one. they donate and one they can -
keep. A lot of kids do more than that
while they're here. It’s just a great project.

“I think it’s better for me than them be-
‘caus. I just feel so good about it. I don't
have kids. These are my kldS




