
Deep in the trees in the upper Dry 
Creek Valley, on property now part 
of the community of Hidden 
Springs, is a farmhouse built in the 
1860s.  The house was built by a 
prominent Boise-area farmer,       
Phillip L. Schick, who homesteaded 
the land in the early 1860s, as news 
of gold discoveries brought miners 
to the region.   

The SchickThe SchickThe Schick---Ostolasa FarmsteadOstolasa FarmsteadOstolasa Farmstead   

The house is linked to one of early German families in 
the Boise area, and to Basque settlement of the Dry Creek 
Valley in the early 1900s. 

Phillip Schick was one of the first   
Euroamerican homesteaders in the 
Dry Creek Valley.  He and his partner 
George Banker settled 320 acres on 
Dry Creek between 1863 and 1865.   
 
Their ranch was located along an    
important toll road to the Boise Basin 
mines, built by prominent Boise    
pioneers, Alexander Rossi and A.H.     
Robie, to access their Shafer Creek 
lumber mill in 1869.  The route later 
became the Healy Toll Road. 

In 1920, the ranch was purchased by Frank 
Parsons, a prominent Boise banker and  
cattleman.  Parsons’ wife was the daughter 
of the renowned C.W. Moore who          
established Idaho First National Bank. 
 
Parsons lived in Boise, but hired a local Basque 
immigrant, Costantino Ostolasa, to manage the 
ranch. The Ostolasa family lived in the farmhouse 
for nearly 80 years, until 2005, while  managing 
the property for a succession of owners.  
 
Today the old farmhouse still stands, virtually 
unchanged, as an important symbol of the          
historic agricultural heritage of Ada County and 
the Dry Creek Valley. 

The Schick-Ostolasa house may be the       
earliest  remaining residence in the Dry 

Creek Valley, and one of the oldest              
remaining houses in the Boise area.  
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