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ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES Introduction

L1
The Cownty isbisected by the 1
Boise River, whichflowsfram L.
Lucky Peak Dam to the i I
confluercewith the Shake ER "C!:] ’

River at the Oregon sateline.

The sauthern helf o the
County islargely } L%

undeveloped, asit lieswithin ,

the Snake River Birds of Prey :

Natioral Conservation Area Mo
and the | cahoNatianal

Guad's Orchard Training
Area.

1800-1860

INDIANS, TRAPPERS & EMIGRANTS
e to Native Americans, he ramadic retives
would became emigrationroutes for future
se native populations decliredrapidly duwe to
ard impacts to their food saurces.
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Ada Caunty liesat
the westernend
Snake River Plain,
which isknownas
the Treasure
Valley.
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1800-1860

INDIANS, TRAPPERS & EMIGRANTS
In 1811, thefirst white trapperscrossed
through socuthwestern | dahoenroute to
Oregon. British trgppers built Fort Boie
nea Pama in1834, ervingasa rading

post and Oregon Trail stop until it was
abandored in 1855.
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But Idaho’s
hot, dry and
dusty climate
discouraged
mostemigrants
fram ttling
here...

INDIANS, TRAPFERS & EMIGRANTS

Part of the
Oregon Trail

passad through

Howdy! We're just
passin’ through...
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HE GLEAM OF GOLD:
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THE GLEAM OF GOLD

The Iwcrative business of sypply ing the reedsof
mirers provided the impetus far people  put

down rootsin Boise !

to have eamed
$50,000 the first
yea after
claiming trefirst
water right on the
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INDIANS, TRAPFERS & EMIGRANTS

Mary o Ada County's mg or ransportationcorridorsare based upon
partsd the rouie o the Oregon Trail ard the variousemigrant trails
that origirated fram it. Stae Street, Chinden Boulevard, Hill Road

and Boi Avenweare san

Such rautes sought the path of
leastresisance, following
topographyand ratural features.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1860-1880

THE GLEAM OF GOLD

== The dicowery of gold in
™= the summer o 1862

broughtan irflux o

mirersinto theregian.

That's the last of the
gold, 50 | guess ibe
head ing back to Dixie...

But most
stay edonly
long enaugh

to strike it
rich... g F
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1863 saw the esiablisment of | daho Territory, followedby the ¥
foundingof Fort Boi®, at thecrossraads o the Oregon Trail .
and the raad to the Boise Basingoldmires.
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Main Street Boise, 1866. s —l
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1860-1880

THE GLEAM OF GOLD
— 2" =00

Boise City was founded
inJuly,1863...

ISHS 77-26

And in December
1864 became the
territarial capital af ter
the goverror

abandored Lewiston,;
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In 1863, city foundersquicKy laid
out a townsite in arcer to provice for
the futreneeds o Boise'sresicents.

Such early plaming was key to providing
essential services to improve conditionsand
o thus ercourage mare people to ttle rere.
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1860-1880

THE GLEAM OF GOLD

Sar’ searly dmlelormmtmlrrored /

the fertllebottcmlands of the Boie
River attrecied early settlers. I1t,§
later became an impartant
crossoads providing ®rvicesto
famers ard travelers.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1860-1880

THE GLEAM OF GOLD

Ada Caunty wascreated in 1865. Itis

named ater Ada Riggs, daughter of
legidative representative H.C. Riggs.
i .{..l' .. i -ll.
iﬂ#ﬁmwm- ,_fi
'(crsaatedlm) b, - ‘.-
Thecounty
q hl&a‘lyq-'} A I*orlgmally
1 Ty aated 1391)1 ,\z:"d; included all
; -y Ada County of Caryon
R . * County and
| ] portions of
It R * Wadhington
I-,-_ ’ - 5 and Eimae
|

i st MU counties
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THE GLEAM OF GOLD

In 1864, BenHolladsy 's Overland Sage Campary providedthe
first public transpartation. It provided afastfou day service to
Salt Lake City andconrecied toa line rvingWallaWalla ard the
Northwest. Servicewaslater extended across the Owy hee
Mountainsto Califarnia.

-

" A “Sation
Wagon”
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THE GLEAM OF GOLD

In 1864, the Treaty of
Fort Boise was sigred.
Natives were required to
relacate toa reservation
across the state at Fart
Hall, butitwouldbe
1869 kefare thisactual

happens.
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1860-1880

THE GLEAM OF GOLD

i

3 .1_= I.u..!F‘l‘:-- The Initial Point
———

US Burauof lard Mamgamentpion
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THE GLEAM OF GOLD

M | .l. - _ -.

CrOLEN SHKE ST

1869 saw the campletion o a transcontinental railrcadfram
Council Bluffs, lova to Secramento, California.
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THE GLEAM OF GOLD

Throughout this time period Boie was
developingas a key goverrmentcenter.
Federal, siate, and county offices enhanced
the County's ability togrow and prosper.
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Thissurvey isanextensian
of thepublic land survey

sy sem, whichwas =
egtablished inOhio in 1785.
Thisy stem split land into
onemile sguare sections,
whichcouldbefurther
subdivided © create snaller
parcelsof land.

T e
G DA : -
o M}I - ‘| Rightsof way wereclaimedalong
i e i + | thebourdariesd these sections,
.. ==| leadingto our current sy sem of

streets spaced ona oremilegrid.
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THE GLEAM OF GOLD

The rew
transcontirental
railrcadallowed
goodsto bemore
easily dotainedat
Kelton, Utah via

stage liresand freight
wagms.

| daho sought tohave
arailrcadexterd |
|| through the staie, but
a national finarcial
panicin 1873

eleyed thee plans
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1880-1900

COUNTY ROOTS

Railway cangtruction and large scale
mining %t the stagefor dramatic
growthafter 1880. Therailrcad

originally by pased Bois, due to the

steepgradesdown the berches (blufg
into town.
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COUNTY ROOTS

Much d Ada County'searly suiccess
came fram using irrigation toreclaim '
barentracts o sagelrushinto
produwctivefam land, and by the 1870s
nealy all of the bottamland o the Boise
River was under aultivation.

B The rew railrcad
creaied cemand far
even greater
production, spurring
8 plans for extensve
UM irrigation s/ stemson
& the kenchesabowe the
Boise River.
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1880-1900

COUNTY ROOTS
-

This depot, at
10M & Front,

was notbuilt

until 1893. An
original modest
board ard baten
depotwas
located on the
berch rear the
present depot.
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1880-1900

COUNTY ROOTS

1SHS635138.

In 1882, the Oregon Sha't Lire
Railroad set yp aconsruction
camply Indian Geek where
the Boise-Slver City Road
crosed, reming the site Kura.
Haulinggoodsand pasengers
to Boise becamean important
local industry .

CoureypITAG I
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R . X
Arthu Footearrived in 1884to design a75-
milelongcaral that wouldgreatly expand
irrigation and potentially provice water fa
ol Shake River plecers. Dubbed the New York
caral, itslarge capital costmeant that it would
— not befinishedfa amother 25years.

&
_Headogate o original New York Caﬁi
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COUNTY ROOTS
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Agriculture wasa big part &, .
Meridian's early industry , which
included acreemeay builtin 1897...

-

And afruit
drying plant
for prures
near Beatly ,a
small siding
near Maple
Groveand
Frankin.
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1880-1900

COUNTY ROOTS

Technological advarces
were randomirg
evary cby life in Ada
County.

...electricity was
harresed to perfom
mary dangeraus, beck-
breaking j dbs, such as
quanyingandmining,...

P
/ Saurae Bl Tdphondrobue

o ...and the
The bicycle telephanewas
gave people greatly faciliating
greater freedam long distarce
to travel to canmunication,
neighbaing
towns,...
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COUNTY ROOTS
...andamocdem
transpartation

1890 brought
statehodd ...

ISHS62884
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COUNTY ROOTS

TheNatatorium,a
luxurious indoor pool
and recreationfacility
wasa ratural
canmercial ue fa this
abundant ratural hot |
water. §

The congtructionof a street
ca line tosarve theNat,
canbired with the
availability of hot water far
heating made Wam Springs
Averue themost cesirable
neighbarhoodin Boise.

35
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Also in 1890, the preserce of hot
springsin the area led to the drilling
of geothemal wells rext to the Old
Penitentiay .

= a—— e

The plentiful supply
of hot water was
recognizedasa
cheap saurce o
heating leading to
the creation o the
nation’s first

geothermal heating
digtrict.
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COUNTY ROOTS

In 1891, Thamas Aiken
settled the Eaglearea, anda
small canmunity later
formed whena lridge was
built to crossthe Bois

River. Itbecamean %=
impartantcrossraadsto the | = 1EAE nASTE W
Payette Valley to the narth. - i

Stfphia |SHS73711
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STREETCAR
SUBURBS

1900-1920

ISHS75B1%5
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1900-1920

In 1902,theU.S Reclamation Service provided the capital
invesment necessty far large scaleirrigation prg ects. The Boie

Prdectenlarged and extended the New York Caral, greatly
increasing the amount of land that cauld ke irrigale_d.___.. "

* Seam.powered draglines
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STREETARSTO SUBLRBS
irT. T my
L

DOIE OTTY,

Pierceand othersof histime seta pattern that is till followed by
today 's developers- planningandfinancing transporiation, water,
servicesand amenities toattracthamebuwyers.
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1900-1920

STREETARSTO SUBLRBS

In 1901, SvanFalls
Dam wascanpletedto
supply power tomines
in the Owy hee
Mountains. When
miningctivity
declired, power was -
exterdednorth. Ore [
use far the dam’s
power was to sLpply
electricity fa new
interurban trolley lines
being built to erve
rural areas.

IsHS73821¢
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1900-1920

STREETARSTO SUBURBS
Dewelopers ued sreetcars
to create damend far
housing thraughout Ada
County, extolling the
serenity of the country sice
with the conveniences o
modem urhan living

e - =

Perhapsmost notableamang
developerswasW.E. Pierce& G, who
were insrumental in developing
“greetcar suburbs’ such asPierce Park,
aswell assbdivisonsin Sar and
other outly ingcammunities.
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STREETARSTO SUBLRBS

The timber
industry was
another
impartant
partd Ada
County’s
ecanamy .

In 1905, the Barker
Lumbe Campary
i construcied a savmill

< IsHs6082
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STREETARSTO SUBLRBS

In caj unctian with the savmill, awooden deam wasconsrucied across
the Boise River toprovidea holding pondfor logs and an electrical plant
for the savmill. In 1906, acanpary tovn was built. 1t eventually
included rearly 75 hames, a hokl, astore ard a <haol, plus pover,
sewer andwater ervice.
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1900-1920

STREETARSTO SUBURBS
Another “ streetcar develgper”
was centist Harlan P. Ustick,
who platted the Ustick townsite
in 1907. Hewas insrumental in
getting an interurban lire - The
Boise Valley Railweay - built
| south of the Boise River fram
Boise to Nempa.

Ustick served archardists
and dairymen, who took
advantage o the trolley
line to get products to
mar ket.

A local viregar plant
made use of surplusfruit,
providing ane saurce of
employment.
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1900-1920

STREETARSTO SUBLRBS

P L | B T

I'n 1934, themill was disnantled ard operations were moved to Emmett.
Today a rew housing development, Harris Ranch, is lacated on the site
of Barber. Mill Sationat Harris Ranchacknowledges the area’s past,

taking its design fram the famer Barker Mill.

44
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STREETARSTO SUBLRBS

FALES B 1 w1 " igussopit

A campeting trolley lire - The Boiseand I nierurban Railway - was
exterded northof the Boise River to Caldwell at albout the same time.
The lire opered the canmunities Middleton, Sar and Eagle to suburban

development, ard providedameansfa local produce © be shipped
within theregion and bey ond.
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STREETARSTO SUBLRBS
TDAHO TRACTION ©0, Beise Valley Loop)

The canpeting interurban
lines were merged toform
the | daho Traction
Compary. In 1912, the

tracks were conrected,
providinga 66 mile trolley
loop around the Boie
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STREETARSTO SUBLRBS
EX: I BE LD RN A0S fa
Nl — ;—:_— e Kunablossamed with
o P B the anticipated
— X . - availability of

irrigation water. In
g .~ 1907, FH.Teedand
! 4 4 ' hisbrother-in-lav
. T | D.R. Hubbard filed
ad acent landclaims,
i o platting the area as
\ { - | orchard tracts. They
b L -] /' marketed Kure's
N =. 4 accessto therailroad
as anenticementfor
people to hanestead
the lard.

f
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1900-1920

STREETARSTO SUBLRBS

Effats were madeto develop other railroad stopsinthe
area into small canmunities — sich asMora, Pleasant
Valley ard Orchard - thaugh they were notas siccessul.
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RAILSTO PROGRESS

The 1924 Capitol
Boulevard Plan
came aboutas the|
result o the
American City
Beautiful
Movement.

Some portians of
the plan were
eventually realized,
includinga
simplified depot hill
approech.
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STREETARSTO SUBURBS
A natioral
agricultural boam
duringWorld War |
coincicedwith the
campletian of
Arrowrock Damin
1915.

Ada Caunty’s
population
expanded rapidly in
i the early part of the
centuy, leveling
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1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

. Wl
The 1924, campletion of the Gapitol Boulevard plan
precededa new Mission Revival Depot in 1925, and
congtriction of a new kridgeover the Boise River in
1931. The lridge canmemarates the pioreers of the
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RAILSTO PROGRESS

During the 1920s transpartation improvements cantinued

to shape Ada County. 1n1925, direct passenger train

servicewasinitiated ona new rail linethat ariginaied near
the abandbned town of Orchard.
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1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

. [

ISHSPB& 1298 S

Mass production had made carsaff ordable, but roadswere
inadequate. 1n the 1880s, cyclist'sdemandsfar ketter raads led toa
national political movement, the Good Roads Movement. This
resulied in the paving o mary local roads. The Federal Highway
Act d 1921 led toconstructionof wo-laneinterstaie highway s, and

the eraof theautamobilewasin full bloam.

55
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1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

ALUTO STAGE LINES

1 Pt

Sy —

By 198, maeflexible transpatation
altematives resulted in theend of the
Valley'strolley s/sem, thaugh the
tracks were used for veral more
yeasto haul freight to therailyards.

T Tﬂhilﬂhfﬂ- i

7 e Wy
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1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

Established in 1926, US Highway
30, also knownas the Old Oregon
Trail Highway , was thefirst -
interstate highway through Boie. [0 ™ = -
Dewelopment raturally folloved ﬁ
along thisroute, opening up = -
suburban development in new areas.

56
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1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

-_.l‘
Learningfram its struggles to obtin rail ®rvice, Bois was quick to
embraceair ransporation. An airstrip, Booth Feld, was lccated
betweendowntownand the train depot, adacent to Capitol
Boulevard. On April 6, 1926,V aney Air Linesinitiated thefirst
aimail service in the United Saies onaPasco — Boie —Elko run,
marking the beginnings of United Airlires.
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RAILSTO PROGRESS

[y -
—— . e e
i p— R . _
Theairpat quicky outgew itsriverfront location, soa rew site,
Whitney Feld, was ®lected bey ond the New Y ark Canal to the south.

Operationscanmercedin 1938.

In 1939, the oldairport site became the home o Boise Junior Gollege,
which is ow Bois Sate Universily .

59

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

Federal Relief progams created by 19833's New

10
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RAILSTO PROGRESS

In Ada County, thisincluded consrructing Bogus Basin Road
and the Ada County :caurthouse, plusother public waks
improvaments, sichas ewer g/ semsfor Meridianand K ura.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1920-1940

The Fam Creditand Agricultural Ad usment
Actsd 1933revived Ada County faming
operations by helpirg farmers scure rew laans

and get better price sypportsfor their crops.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

., TR ¥

1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

e

i
After the readwascampleted, the Bagus Basin ski area quickly become
one d thearea’s mg or attrections. With the later backing of JR.
Smplot and Harry Marrison, it eventually grew o beoneof the largest
canmunity avned and operated sk areas in the ration.

62
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1920-1940

RAILSTO PROGRESS

And in 194, the Federal b
Housing Administration [§&
made guaranteed hame i
matgage loansavailable,
encouraging construction of
new homesinthe late S an —  EEMEE e LR
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POST-WAR
DEVELOPMENT
1940-1960

=
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POST W AR DEVELOPMENT

Thefall  France in 1¢40 led to a
dramatic expansionof the Amy Air
Corps. Whitney Feld became hane to a
bomber trainingandassembly base during

11
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1940-1960

The 1939 Feceral
ReclemationAct led to
prg ectstocreaemore
waker starage, also
creatingneeded;j obs.
It providedfundingfar
Anderson Rarch Dam
on Boise's south fork

The dam was intenced to ircrease
irrigation, praduce pover and control
floodingfor the Treasre Valley and
southwest | daho. Sarted in 1941,
campletion was delayed until 1951 due
totheWar.
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POST W AR [EVELOPMENT

-'L;gﬁs

During the 19%0s Boisegrew to the south, on the benchesabove the
Boise River. Development folloved Orchard Road, which had been
paved to improve access to Gowen Held.
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POST W AR [EVELOPMENT

Also during theeyears Joe Albertson opened hisfirst gracay stare in
Boise in 1939 marking the beginning of Albertson’s Supemmarkets.
J.R. Smplot started pracessing potatoesin Caldwell in 1941. Both

Albertson’s and Smplotareanong the aea’s lagestemployers
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" 1 g Pc@ﬁ“‘ [EVELOPMENT
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After the War, growth returnedto the smaller tovns of Ada County ,with
agriculture providing the chief sources of incame.

At the time, Meridian claimed the mostmilk cows per square mile of
settledarea in | daho. o
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1940-1960

POST W AR [EVELOPMENT

A new

Growing auto use
resuled in

insufficient parking #= % sripmalls,were
in the central areasof constructed rear
Ada Caunty s cities . the new
and towvns, ¥ subdivisionsto
encouraging provice
suburban shopping

services.

development:
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POSTWAR EVELOPMENT
Theus d alley s
decliredin the
 1940s, followved
by an ircreased
use of cuk-de-
sacstoelimirate
cut-through
traffic. The
resultwasthe
demiseof the
traditioral grid
street pattern,
forcingmae
casontofever
sreets.

Atthe sme| &
time increasing

neighbarhoods
locatedalong

12
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o, CHANGING TIMES ;.
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ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

ISHSPH&123h

In the 1960s, the results d the 1956 Federal Highway Actwere
tangible. By theendof the decade I-80N (now 1-84) wouldbe
canpleted through Ada County , encouraging growth in Meridian
and unincarporated A da County.
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1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES
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Wovn ﬁ-hﬂl Howtn
The River Route propoeda freeway that paralleled the Bois River. It
would have oeated noisefa parks andresicercesin thearea, ard
createda negative aesthetic impect on dovntown Boise by oburing the
vista along Capitol Boulevard between the Capitol and theDepot.
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CHANGING TIMES

By 1960, gowth in the suburbs led to the mg ority
- of Boise's population livingoutside d city limits.
= |n 1961, Boise's charter was replaced with

municipal governmentas aregula first classcity .
~ - = ; |

Thismace it easer
for Boie toexpand
itsboundaries. By
1962, thecity had
taken in 50,000 new
citizens.

ISHS60%59 L,
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CHANGING TIMES

I'n themid-1960s,
deciding how the
freaway would
conrect to

downtown Boise
| wasa contenticus

issue with
| significant
conequences for

{| Threealternatives

for the freeway
designwere

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

The Railroad Route would havefollowed the existing Unian Pecific
passenger tracks through town, though pasenger srvice to Boisedid nof
end until 197. The proposal wauld have likely maredoneof Boi®'s

key landmarks, the UnionPecific Depot.

i L=y Fafimg BARBOLy




1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

In the end, the Bypass Route corcept
was ®lected. The prg ect wauld be
constricted in phasesove the caming
decades asfundsbecaneavailable.

1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

In 1969acammittee wasformed to
guide development of the Boise
River Greerbelt, whichexendsfran
Lucky Peak Dam to Eagle.
Currently , continuous public access

endsat Garcen City .

]
¥
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1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

Thefaceof
: downtown Boise
nm:ﬂn—n. I began tochargeas
M el Older buildingsand
neighbahoods
suchas Grove

Street, were

1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES
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1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

In themid 1960san wban rerewal plan was implemented for revitalizing
and rebuilding Boise's dovntown. The Boise Redevelgoment A gency
(BRA) wasesteblished tooverseereconsructionof the core area.

< o
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1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

Mary histarically significant buildingsin
Boise's secand Chiratown were also .
demolisred tomake way far agpl amed (J‘_wnli ﬂﬂfwl B
shopping mall. CHINESE !

REMEDIES & HERES

14
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CHANGING TIMES

Public concern
- | over te lossof
. historic
buildings
gererated
interest in
historic
preservation. M
In 1976, Boise
creaeda
cammission to
presrveand
protect the
city’s herilage
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CHANGING TIMES

Phao ourteyof Hewlat-RdardCop

Boise began toattrect new busiresses 1n1973
HewlettPackard gperedanAda Caunty plant. To

foster this sort o development, a new Technical o Power were other mq or
Industrial zonewasesiblishedto seperate such ues . employersat the time.
fram ircampatible industrial andconmercial uses,  * ¥ " *
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CHANGING TIMES

In 1971, Ada County Highwey District
by referendum inorder toremedy inequity inf

Sarez Adl @unty Hghvay Beirig:
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1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

MorrisonKnudsen
(nowWGI), alarge
constructionand
engireering fim,
built a headquarters
camplex and
centalizedits
interrational
management
operationsinAda
County.

Staffpron

Albertsons, Ore-ldaand | daho
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CHANGING TIMES

Livestack & dairy
industrieswerea
mg or partof the
2l County’secanamy .
After 19, all of
Boise’s dairies were

It had sarted in

South Boise in 1923 |4
and continued to
expand through the
1960s.
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CHANGING TIMES

Staffpoo.

In 1973,a sbsidiay compay
wasformed toconvert
Triargle’sdairy pasturesfran
hay fieldsto hausing. The 10-
yea pgect calledfa the
construwction d 1,900 hamesin
several planred developments
canpleewith apartments,
houses, and perk and recreation
amenities.

Thiswas Boise's firstmaser
planned canmunity ,which
created a walkable cammunity
withmore parks and gpenspace
than ty pical development.

90

15



ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

In the late 1970s, River Run became the pilot planred unit development
prgect fa the areq, inrodwcinga new tool for allowingthe best use of
unique sies.  In 1990 itreceivedan Awardof Excellerce fran the
Urban Land | nstitute f or residential development. o

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

- ke

1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

Patneringwith public agercies, the developers builta fload relief
channel toreroute the floodway , preervedwildlife habitatand helped
exterd Greenbelt pathways.
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CHANGING TIMES

In 1978, another
mg or employer
wasestablished
in Ada Caunty —
Micron

Micron's
success has led
to expansion
higher education
in the regionand
increazed
supportfor
canmunity
events and
programs.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES

I'n the 1980s, downtawn plans
werechanged. Whileamall was
still the central cancept, the rew
plan sought to retainmary of the
higtoric buildings in the erea.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1960-2000

CHANGING TIMES
B R L

A 'I"q,

I ansfor a dow

of Boise to srveanexpanding population and aregionconsisting o
Adaand Cary oncaunties, easiem Oregon ard narthern Nevada

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES 1960-2000

Thefocus of downtavn
redevelopment shifted to buildinga
convention center and office space.
Thiswas facilitated by “ The
Connector's’ pranie of eay access|
fram the freeway .

" But some o theorigiral cancepts
for dovntonn recevelgoment
endured, including the central
fountainon The Growve.
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The 1990s saw | daho's first planned canmunity,
Hidden Springs. In 2000, it wonthe Best Snart
Growth avard fram the Natioral Assceiation of
Hame Builders,ard it isthefirstcanmunity in
I dalo to be certifiedasa Canmunity Wildlife

Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation.

Plamed canmunities
seek to knit residents
together through
employment, recreation
and sceial programming.
They proviceamix
housing, employment
and significant anounts
of open smace.
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DESIGNING THE FUTURE

Snce the lake 1980s, the
area’s ecoromic
opportunities, climate
andaccessto the
outdoors have attracted
people ard busiresses.
Thee attractions fueled
the record population
growthand
development that mace
the Boise metropolitan
area the ®venth-fasest
growingregion in the
United States through
the 1990s.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES
DESIGNING THE FUTURE

Ada Caunty population grew fram about 206,000 in1990 to
mare than 345,000 in 2005, an increase of almost 70% in 15
yea s, which hasvastly changed the County’'s orce rural reture.

Basedupon themare than
9,000 rew resicential lots
approvedin 2005, the current
growthrate isrearly dowble
the average for the past decade.
If thiscurrent rerd continues,
Ada Caunty’s populatian will
be gppraximately 600,000 by
2015.

1SHS73612
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DESIGNING THE FUTURE

“Our duty is topreserve what the past hashad
to say foritself, And to say for oursel ves what
-~ shall be true for the future.”

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

DESIGNING THE FUTURE

Meridian’'s grovth was
especially rapid in the
1990s, with its papulation
increasing fram less than
15,000 in 1990 toaimost |
35,000 in 2000. By 2006,
the center of Ada County’s
populationhad sifted to
east Meridian.

Stfomta.

WhileAda County ercompassesover
1,000 square miles, around B0% of it is
in public ownership, including the
Shake River Birdsd Prey National
ConservationArea, Orchard Training
Areaandrecent Foothills land
acquigitions. Current low density
development is conamingavailable
landat anunsustairable rate.

17



ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES
DESIGNING THE FUTURE

Communities in MotionandBluegrint fa Good Growthare
planning pracesesaimed at creating a susiaineble future that
assures livable caommunities that retain ratural and historic values
while providingurbanamenities and adistinct ense of place.

A— —

Communities in Motion isa
long rangetransporiation
plan for six countiesin
southwesem | daho that is
aimedatmeeting the
region’s transpartation
needsfa thenext25yeas.

Blueprintfor Good Growth is
a cansortium o Ada Caunty
governments attempting
coordinaied land ue and
transpartationsplans that
assure the County's orderly
andmutually beneficial

growth.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES
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Thisof Ada
and Canyon
Counties
showsthe
amount of
land (inred)
that wouldbe
consumed by
development
under current
growth rends
and
development
patterns.

It | Communities in Motion Land Use Scenaric 2030

Futute Dovelopment Patterns
e
[ ooy Ui
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An alerrative
“Camm Unity .;‘J 7] Dommunties in Moton Liest Liss Seanang T8

Choices | * K

development !

pattern wascreated = E
w

fraom extensve |~
public perticipation “_\
(shown in green).
This scenario :
conerves {
consicerable ®
amounts d lard \\
and public Lrvices | [Fmm ommmmmemm | ™ |
are concentrated, — \
resulting in lonver .
costsfa taxpayers.

1001

Ada County
Pagt, Present, and Future.....

How can Ada County’s history provide guidance
for future growth and devd opment?

5. Highdensity, mixed use, walkable tovn centers& downtowvng

107,
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INTERCONNECTED NATURAL OPEN SPACES

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

DESIGNING THE FUTURE

DEVELOPED OPEN SPACE& AMENITIES

Provide Community Gathering Areas plus Active and Passve Recreation
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RURAL HAMLET

Community Sables'Areras - Orgari ¢ Garcens Orchards- L ocal Fams ard Caoperatives
= Rl

., P
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URBANTOWN & CITY

Walkal e Nei gtborhoods- Variety of Housng Ogtions- M brart Ecanomi ¢ Susta nakility
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MULTI-MODAL TRANSORTATION OPTIONS

A number of arrent
planning processes could
: facilitate development of
| .:'yi_m #| rapid transitin e Boise|
==y Valey. By incorporating

transit oriented
development principles|
in theseplans, itbecomeg
possible 0 achievel
densitiesthat make rapid
transit pay for itself.
Examples are Meridian’s|
Ten Mile Interchange
Subarea Plan and 4
number of planned
community proposals

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

DESIGNING THE FUTURE

COUNTRY VILLAGE

Credesa“ Sense of Pace’ - ErcouragesWal kability —is Sacially Sustanalie

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

DESIGNING THE FUTURE

VIBRANT MIXED-USE TOWVN CENTERS& DONMNTOWNNS

1

J -
Encourage Urban Infill -
Redevelopment in exiging
downtowns, plus create mixed-use

town centersin new planned
communities

Westsick Disrrict- Boise

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

DE SIGNING THE FUTURE

Urban Infill Efs] Planned Communiti eS| e Canip G mic S P Ce He e
clugered development T0Ot printswi e st ainable development benefits
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Ove its 140year histay, Ada Caunty has acaumulated the experiernce to ADA COUNTY C HRONICLES
deal with theissues that face aur canmunity . Thisincludespublic and 1
privaie partrerships o engure planned growth that is bereficial,
ecanamically viableandretins the quality of life that has attracted
resicents to the valley for mare thanacentury .

Thispresntation wasfunded by
Ada County Development
Serviceswith the support of the
Board of Ada County
Commi ssoners and by a grant
from the National Park Service.

ADA COUNTY CHRONICLES

MapCredis
Ada CountyAssessor Karan Watrs, AdaCounty Developnent Services |
Ada CoumyDevelupnem Sewvices
da CountyHighwayDistrict i
Ada CmmyHlswnc Preswvation Cauncil
BSU Cener for Idaho History and Politics

- |
The following groups and indivickalscontibuted to thesucess of this . r
presentation byproviding helpful correctiors, commens, ciiticisns B — [ ——— N S S (A — = L
BSU Albertsons Library Special Colections and suggstiors: e — - .
Bureau of LandM anagement Ticia Canaday SHPO
CanyonCounty Hatorical Society Belinda Davi
Capital CityDevelopnent Comoration Lila Hill, H|S|Dnan
COMPASS CharlesHummel
City of Bois, Office of the CityHistorian Suzi Neitzel, SHPO
Denver Public Library Dr. Todd shallat, BSU Center for Idaho History ad Politics
General Growth Properties. Pam Sheldon, GCDC
Hewlett Pactard Corporation Susan Stacy Historian
Hidden Springs Don Watls SHPO
Idaho Department of Water Resources Ada CountyDevelopnent Services Saff
Idaho M litary HistoryM usum

Idaho State Histori@l Society
Idaho State Joumal
The Idaho Statesman
O'Nell Enterprises

A copy of thispresentation isavailablein
PDF format on thewebsiteof theAda
County HistoricPreservation Coundilat

And the many othe's thatpar ticipaed in reviews
and critiques of this s esentation.

Smplot Corporation
Seve Malore higprgat ranval Fded findsromheNdondPak Sevic Dpatmentof he
TAG, Inc Intator Toveva- neantatoa @himsioninersily dlat thesiewor pligof he
) : : Dapatmnt oftheniaor:
University of Washington Libraries Secial Qollections
Ward Hooper

MuuisoominehS{ommmt el ot i daptaas i
Winmar Company

hebaiwof rar mbr.naond dgion o
@dap. Ay pasn wobdiea her shéaben dsmimindal Sangina bogan vy
TRy opalay areapeiol K4 e el Wi et B Rty

Praran U. Dpatmtofthehtabr, NabndPak savia:PO RxJ 27, Wargian

18]

119,

20



