





























2.0 PREPARING THE PLAN

2.1 PLAN PROCESS

In 1993, the City of Kuna started the process of updating its comprehensive plan in accordance
with the Idaho State Code (Idaho Local Planning Act). The City invited citizens to participate

in several working group committees. Each group focused on a different chapter or plan
elements. From 1993 through 1997, these committees met on numerous occasions. With the
assistance of city personnel, they prepared a working draft of each plan chapter.

In May 1997, the committees requested that a professional consultant be brought in to help
conclude the process. The Kuna City Council contracted with Science Applications
International Corporation {SAIC) to assist in the completion of the plan.

The following individuals participated in a variety of committees.

Birdsall, Jim Hughes, Barbara Rutan, Doug
Bright, Stephen Johnson, Maggie Sailer, Bobbie
Burgess, Tim Johnstone, Judy Schiffman, Sandy
Busby, Jerry Kindall, Jack Silver, Tracy
Corley, Toni Lang, Jeff Somers, Brian
Cowles, Pat Liechty, Mike Stubbs, Lloyd
Davis, Arden Long, Cliff Szplett, David
Doan, David Marshal, Ed Szplett, Steve
Edwards, Garret Marzolf, Kirk Taylor, im
Evans, Dan McKenzie, Jon Tillman, Norma
Evenson, Richard McLean, Gail Trainor, Charles
Frisbie, Ed Moore, Bill Vega, Leola
Gealy, Cathy Mumford, Keith Watkins, Amold
Godfrey, W.R. Neal, Laurale Welsh, Dolly
Godsey, Julian Nelson, Willard G. Whitten, Jerry
Gordon, Tim Obray, Dean Withrow, Sharon
Grey, Susan Phillips, Louie Worchester, Howard
Guinn, Steve Phillips, Ron Yerton, Janice
Halstead, Melodie Reed, Rick Young, Don
Hankins, Anne Rogers, Janice

In addition to participation in the citizen working groups, the public also participated in an
open house and comment period. On March 18, 1998, an open house was held to familiarize
the public with the draft plan and respond to questions. Written comments were solicited at
this time. A public display was placed around the community for another 3 weeks (Paul’s
Market, Library, City Hall, and Senior Center). At the end of that period, the draft was revised
and presented at a public hearing before the Planning and Zoning Commission.
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2.2 COMPONENTS OF THE KUNA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Comprehensive Plan, comprised of goal statements, policies, implementation actions,
maps, and tables, provides City leaders and citizens with technical data and guidelines
essential in the decision-making process.

The 1975 Local Planning Act of the State of Idaho, Title 61, Chapter 65, mandates that all
comprehensive plans contain the following components:

Population. Reviews past trends in population, analyzes factors of the current population, and
forecasts anticipated future levels.

Land Use. Describes existing land use patterns and identifies the vision for a mix of future land
uses. Includes a future land use map.

Housing. Analyzes past trends and current conditions to determine if the housing stock meets
the needs of Kuna residents.

Public Facilities and Services. Presents information on existing and potential public facilities
and services.

Transportation. Describes timing, location, and expansion of the City’s transportation
infrastructure.

School Facilities. Identifies school facilities locations and capacity. This constitutes the School
Facilities and Transportation component required in the Idaho Code.

Community Design/Cultural and Historic Resources. Discusses beautification, landscaping,
and design elements that maintain and enhance the livability of the community.

Natural Resources and Hazardous Areas. Identifies the soils, water, vegetation, watersheds,
and known hazards.

Recreation. Describes existing and potential park and recreation programs and facilities.

Economic Development. Describes characteristics of Kuna’s economy including employment
and income levels.

Implementation. Summarizes the process necessary to implement the policies presented in the
previous chapters.

References. Provides a list of reference sources used to create this document.

Chapters 3.0 through 13.0 are the above plan components. Each chapter includes an
introduction, existing conditions, future conditions, and goals, objectives, and policies:
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Introduction. Describes the component and the purpose and contents of the chapter.
Existing Conditions. Describes the resource within the City of Kuna as it exists today.

Future Conditions. Analyzes the resource within the City of Kuna as it is envisioned in the
future.

Goals, Objectives, and Policies. Developed through citizen and committee input, goals,
objectives, and policies are expressions of Kuna community values. Goals are broad directions
that establish ideal future conditions toward which policies are focused. Objectives are
intended to further guide decision-making and polices are specific statements that give clear
indication of intent. In some instances objectives are not included.

2.3 FINAL PLAN ADOPTION

On June 23, 1998, the Mayor and City Council were presented the Draft Comprehensive Plan as
recommended by the Kuna Planning and Zoning Commission. Subsequent joint hearings were

held with the Board of County Commissioners. At the (daie) City Council hearing the Final
Plan was adopted.
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3.0 POPULATION

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the population component is to review past trends in population, analyze
factors of the current population, and to forecast anticipated levels of future population. The
population component is included in the plan because public development policies regarding
the timing, location, and construction of facilities are based on population change and growth
patterns. Private market decisions concerning commercial and residential activities also
depend on projected population and related demographic factors. Consequently, knowledge of
the historic population distribution and anticipated growth trends are a key element in
determining future land uses within Kuna.

This population component contains discussions of the City of Kuna’s historical population
trends; the current population; 1990 and 1996 population characteristics including age, race,
and gender; and city population forecasts.

3.2 EXISTING CONDITIONS

Historical Trends

Kuna'’s population change has been erratic over time (Table 3.2-1). In the 1960s and 1980s, the
average annual growth rate was slightly more than one percent. However, from 1970 to 1980,
its population increased by nearly 1,200 persons, about tripling its total population. Kuna’'s
population share of total Ada County population has about doubled from about one-half of
one percent to nearly one percent.

Table 3.2-1 1960 to 1990 City of Kuna Population Change

Numerical Percentage Percentage Ada County
Year Population Increase Increase Population
1960 516 - - 0.52%
1970 593 77 15% 0.53%
1980 1,767 1,174 198% 1.02%
1990 1,955 188 11% 0.95%
TOTAL 1,493 280% -
Sources: Intermountain Demographics
City of Kuna
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Current Population

Population in Kuna has increased dramatically from 1990 to 1996, adding nearly 1,500
residents, about a 75 percent increase (Table 3.2-2). Annual population increases were
moderate, in the three to four percent annual gains, in the early part of the 1990s. However, the
annual rates of increase had quadrupled to 17 and 18 percent by 1995 and 1996.

Table 3.2-2: 1990 to 1996 City of Kuna Population Change

Year Population Numerical Increase Percentage Increase
1990 1,955 - -

1991 2,042 87 4%

1992 2,105 63 3%

1993 2,198 93 4%

1994 2,498 300 14%

1995 2,936 438 18%

19% 3,437 501 17%
TOTAL (cumulative) 1,482 76%

Sources: Intermountain Demographies
Civil Survey Consultants, Inc.

Again, Kuna's population change was erratic during the first part of the 1990s. Annual
population gains were less than 100 persons from 1990 through 1993. Kuna’s annual
population changes were 300 persons in 1994, over 400 persons in 1995, and more than 500
persons in 1996. Those annual increases were substantially more than the 1980 to 1990 total
population change of less than 200 persons.

That population gain since 1990 represents an annual population change of about 10 percent,
slightly more than Ada County’s annual rate. During that time span, Ada County was one of
the fastest growing counties in the United States. Its average annual growth rate of nearly 5
percent compares to the state of Idaho’s growth rate of about 2 percent and the national growth
rate of less than 1 percent.

New jobs in Boise, Meridian, Nampa, and Caldwell, along with associated growth in these
communities has created new growth in Kuna. New residents are moving to Kuna due to the
quality of life. Kuna has the lowest tax rate in Ada County, one of the finest school districts,
and a rural atmosphere desired by the residents. New home prices also are at a level which
allow many residents to own a home in Kuna.

Annual population estimates for the City of Kuna were prepared by Civil Survey Consultants,
Inc. Those estimates were based on residential building permits issued for new home
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construction in Kuna since 1990. The number of residential building permits issued was
factored by a persons-per-household rate of 3.0 to determine annual population change. That
persons-per-household rate was slightly less than the 1990 rate of 3.08 persons per household to
reflect national changes in household size.

Age

The age distribution of an area’s population is a key factor in determining the demand for
public facilities and services. In general, a younger population will have a strong demand for
day care and educational facilities and services, while an area with an older population will
have a higher demand for different types of housing and transportation. The demand for
health care facilities and types of recreation also is different for various age groups in a city’s
population.

In 1990, the largest concentration of Kuna's population (33 percent) was in the 25- to 34-year-
old age group, followed by 28 percent of its population in the 5- to 17-year-old group {Table 3.2-
3). Kuna’s median age in 1990 was 27.1 years old, compared to Ada County’s median age of
31.9 years old. Kuna had a higher percentage of persons under 18 years old (38.4 percent) than
Ada County (28.3 percent). Kuna also had a smaller percentage of persons older that 65 (8.5
percent) than Ada County (10.4 percent).

Table 3.2-3: 1990 to 1996 City of Kuna Age Distribution

Age Group 1990 Population Percentage Total 1996 Population Percentage Total
Under 5 199 10% 309 9%
5to17 552 28% 997 29%
18to 24 153 8% 291 7%
25t0 34 342 33% 516 15%
35to 44 306 7% 619 18%
45to 54 141 3% 309 9%
55 to 64 95 2% 172 5%
65to 74 89 5% 137 4%
75 and Older 78 3% 137 4%
TOTAL 1,955 100% 3,437 100%
Median Age 271 - 28.7 -
Sources: Intermountain Demographics

EQUIFAX

The median age of Kuna's population increased slightly from 1990 to 1996, going from 27.1 to
28.7 years of age in that timeframe. The age distribution in Kuna’s younger and older
population age groups remained nearly constant from 1990 to 1996. The percentage of Kuna’s
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total population in the age groups under 18 (about 38 percent) and over 65 years old (8 percent)
were about the same in 1990 and 1996. However, the percentage of persons aged 25 to 34
decreased by about one-half and the percentage of persons aged 35 to 54 nearly tripled. The
largest numerical population gain occurred in the 5- to 17-year-old age group, or the school
aged population, which increased by nearly 450 persons.

Race and Hispanic Origin

Kuna’s racial composition was nearly 100 percent white in 1990. Hispanics represented less
than one percent of the total 1990 population. According to the U.S. Census, Caucasian,
African-American, and Asian are races, while Hispanic refers to national origin. A Hispanic
person may be any race. Kuna's racial composition has remained consistent through 1996.

Gender

Females accounted for 52 percent of Kuna's 1990 population, with males accounting for the
remaining 48 percent. That distribution was similar to Ada County’s 1990 gender split. Gender
distribution also has remained constant through 1996.

3.3 FUTURE CONDITIONS

City of Kuna Population Forecast

Kuna’s population is forecast to increase to nearly 4,800 persons by the year 2000, a gain of
more than 1,800 persons from 1995 (Table 3.3-1). Kuna’s population gain from 1995 to 2000 is
an increase of slightly more than 60 percent. That gain may at first appear to be high; however,
Kuna's population increased by 50 percent from 1990 through 1995, even though the numerical
increase was less. Also, demand for new housing in Kuna is high. According to city records as
of April, 1996, there were 685 new platted residential lots in Kuna with an additional 738
residential lots in the preliminary plat stage.

Table 3.3-1: 1995 to 2020 City of Kuna Population Forecast
Average Annual

Year Population Numerical Increase Percentage Increase
1995 2936 - =
2000 4,792 1,857 10.3%
2005 5422 630 3%
2010 6,134 712 3%
2015 6,773 639 2%
2020 7477 704 2%
TOTAL - 4,542 155%

Sources: Intermountain Demographics
Civil Survey Consultants, Inc.
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After the year 2000, Kuna's population is forecast to increase at a more moderate rate. From
2000 to 2005 and from 2005 to 2010, population is expected to increase about three percent
annually. Itis anticipated that Kuna's population will increase by about 2 percent from 2010 to
2020. Those long range forecasts are consistent with forecasts prepared by the Idaho Power
Company, the local metropolitan planning organization, and past trends in population change.

Population forecasts for the City of Kuna were prepared by Civil Survey Consultants, Inc. The
methodology to prepare those forecasts was to apply Kuna's 1960 to 1990 long term historical
growth rate to the next 30 years to forecast a population of about 7,500 persons by 2020. The
population forecast for the year 2000 was adjusted for the 1990 to 1995 actual rate of growth
and to allow for subdivision platting activity occurring during that timeframe. The year 2000 to
2020 growth rate was scaled back to allow for the higher growth rate in the 1990 to 2000 decade
and to be more consistent with population estimates prepared for Ada County.

3.4 GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES

Population Goal

Maintain the existing high quality of life, enjoy cultural and recreational resources which

contribute to the community’s livability, and maintain a healthy and stable economy through
managed growth.

OBJECTIVE

Monitor the quantity and location of growth.

POLICIES

1. Use the population forecasts to determine future levels of public facilities and
services and to fund these levels of facilities and services in the City’s annual
budget.

2. Annually evaluate population data and demographic forecasts and update the Kuna
Comprehensive Plan as needed.

3. Coordinate with Ada County regarding planning for areas outside the community
to address regional growth.
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