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TO: ADA COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

 

HEARING DATE: May 8, 2014 

STAFF:  Diana Sanders & Brent Danielson, Associate Planners 

PROJECT NO.: 201400337 CU-MSP 

APPLICANT: Islamic Community of Bosniaks Boise 

AGENT:  Sabrina Durtschi, Briggs Engineering, Inc. 

INTRODUCTION 

A conditional use and master site plan application for a cemetery.  The property contains 36.759 
acres and is located at 15000 S. Cloverdale Road in Section 34, T. 2N, R. 1E. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Islamic Community of Bosniaks in Boise, Inc. has applied for a conditional use and master 
site plan application for a cemetery.  Upon approval of the conditional use and master site plan 
the applicant will need to go through the subdivision process to plat the cemetery.  The subject 
property consists of approximately 36 acres with ten (10) acres of the site being designated for 
the cemetery and plans for the remaining acreage to be two (2) buildable residential lots.  There 
are also plans for a mosque on the property.  It should be noted that additional applications will 
be needed in the future to subdivide the property and to construct the proposed mosque.  Only the 
conditional use and master site plan application for the cemetery is in front of the Commission. 

The cemetery will consist of approximately 6,000 grave sites and it will have a 2,400 square foot 
operation’s building.  The applicant has requested a waiver of the landscaping and screening 
standards.  Staff finds that the request for the waiver from the landscaping and screening 
requirements is justified because the portion of the property where the cemetery is located is not 
within an irrigation district and thus there is a limited water supply available for irrigation. 

At the time the staff report was written the following agencies have responded.  The Ada County 
Building Division replied in Exhibit #27 that they have no objection to the proposed 
development; however, the applicant should be aware that the proposed 30’ x 40’ building will 
require a building permit prior to construction.  The Central District Health Department stated in 
Exhibit #28 that a septic application is required for both residential homes/lots and the 
operation’s building.  The Ada County Highway District (ACHD) provided a response to the 
application (Exhibit #34) with some listed findings for consideration that ACHD may identify 
when it reviews a future development application. ACHD noted that a new collector street is 
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shown on the Master Street Map (MSM) to be located along the northern boundary of the site 
and that the applicant has shown a preservation of 35 feet for future right-of-way.  The Boise 
Project Board of Control responded in Exhibit #35 that they have no objection as there are no 
Project facilities located on the property and that this portion of the property has no surface 
irrigation water rights.   

The City of Kuna recommended for Ada County to adopt the following conditions in Exhibit 
#29. 

1. Soil testing and test holes prior to development due to the historical soil content in 
this area. 

2. Provide depth to highest known ground water for the site since Kuna has high ground 
water and a large irrigation canal to the west of the site which could influence ground 
water in the area during irrigation season.  Then obtain approval from Idaho 
Department of Water Resources that the natural burial will not affect ground water 
adversely. 

3. All bodies shall be in a concrete vault to protect the bodies from animals. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Based upon Staff’s review of the application, staff concludes that this application complies with 
the Ada County Code and recommends approval to the Commission as set out in the proposed 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law attached hereto.   

The Commission should consider the evidence and testimony presented during the public hearing 
prior to rendering its decision concerning this application.   

EXHIBIT LIST – PROJECT NO.: 201400337 CU-MSP 

1 Preapplication Conference Notes. 4 pages. 

2 Neighborhood Meeting Invitation from Sabrina Durtschi dated January 27, 2014. 
1 page. 

3 Property owners invited to February 5, 2014 neighborhood meeting. 1 page. 

4 Map of properties invited to February 5, 2014 neighborhood meeting. 1 page. 

5 February 5, 2014 Neighborhood Meeting Sign-Up Sheet. 2 pages. 

6 Neighborhood Meeting List Request. 1 page. 

7 Neighborhood Meeting Invitation from Sabrina Durtschi dated February 21, 2014. 
1 page. 

8 Neighborhood Meeting Mailing Labels. 1 page. 

9 February 27, 2014 Neighborhood Meeting Sign-Up Sheet. 1 page. 
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10 Letter from the Idaho Department of Fish and Game dated February 25, 2014. 2 
pages. 

11 Master Application Form. 2 pages. 

12 Conditional Use Checklist. 1 page. 

13 Master Site Plan Checklist. 3 pages. 

14 Detailed Letter from Sabrina Durtschi dated March 3, 2014. 2 pages. 

15 Detailed Letter from the Islamic Community of Bosniaks in Boise. 3 pages. 

16 Grave Orientation Exhibit. 1 page. 

17 Spacing Between Graves Exhibit. 1 page. 

18 Master Site Plan. 1 page. 

19 Natural Features Analysis. 1 page. 

20 Neighborhood Meeting Certification Form. 1 page. 

21 Deeds. 4 pages. 

22 Letter of Understanding Regarding Additional Application Submittals for the 
Cemetery. 1 page. 

23 Vicinity Map. 1 page. 

24 Aerial Map. 1 page. 

25 Submittal Letter dated March 14, 2014. 1 page. 

26 Agency Transmittal. 1 page. 

27 Memorandum from the Ada County Building Division dated March 18, 2014. 1 
page. 

28 Agency Response form the Central District Health Department dated March 21, 
2014. 1 page. 

29 Agency Response from the City of Kuna dated March 27, 2014. 1 page. 

30 Correspondence between Brent Danielson and Midhat Smajic dated April 3, 2014. 
3 pages. 

31 Radius Map. 1 page. 

32 Mailing List. 2 pages. 

33 Radius Notice. 1 page. 

34 Agency Response from the Ada County Highway District dated April 10, 2014. 5 
pages. 

35 Agency Response from the Boise Project Board of Control dated April 15, 2014. 1 
page. 

36 Legal Notice of Public Hearing published on April 22, 2014. 1 page. 
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37 Natural Features Analysis Supplemental Letter dated April 24, 2014. 1 page. 

38 Correspondence between Sabrina Durtschi and Barbara Schmidt of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  2 pages. 
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